I WILL KEEP CONTRIBUTING TO MY FAMILY: FAMILY OBLIGATION AMONG OLDER ADULTS WITH MEXICAN IMMIGRANT BACKGROUNDS Noriko Toyokawa 1 , 1. California State University San Marcos, San Marcos, California, United States
Providing care of older parents is a family obligation for children with Mexican cultural contexts (Knight et al., 2010) . Nevertheless, little is known about how parents with Mexican cultural backgrounds believe about their family obligations. The current study conceptualized Mexican American older adults' sense of family obligation. Data was collected from 307 Mexican Americans (Mage=54, SD=8, range 45-77 years old, females=56%) through an online survey. A 2-factor model: Expectation on children's caregiving (3-item) and Efforts to reduce children's burden (7-item) were identified as the best-fit model through EFA and CFA analyses (CFI=.96, SRMSA=.4). The component of efforts to reduce children's burden predicted participants' generativity assessed by the scale of McAdams and Aubin (1992) . The findings suggest that Mexican American older adults expect their children to take care of them, as they feel obligated to reduce their children's caregiving burden. The function of the cultural value in intergenerational relations is discussed.
WHY DO WE NEED AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF OLDER PEOPLE? Mika Marumoto 1 , 1. HelpAge International, London, United Kingdom
This presentation discusses the increasing need for an international convention on the rights of older people. Such a convention would contextualize global, regional and national demographic shifts and identify gaps in existing international human rights laws, so as to better protect older persons' rights to health and well-being. Persons aged 60 or above are expected to more than double from 2015 to reach 2 billion in 2050, with their proportion of the world population rising from 12% to 21%. By 2050, 80% of older persons are expected to live in societies that are currently labeled developing countries. Existing international human rights instruments fall short regarding pensions and protection from poverty. The presentation demonstrates ongoing global efforts, specifically through the UN Open-ended Working Group on Ageing, to set global rights-based standards, and the roles played by civil society organizations that use network approaches in advocating for the rights of older people.
HEALTH STATUS OF OLDER VIETNAMESE REFUGEES: RESULTS FROM THE VIETNAMESE AGING AND CARE SURVEY (VACS)
Christina E. Miyawaki, 1 Nai-Wei Chen, 2 Oanh L. Meyer, 3 Mindy Thy Tran, 4 and Kyriakos S. Markides 5 , 1. Graduate College of Social Work, University of Houston, Houston, Texas, United States, 2. Beaumont Research Institute, Beaumont Health, Royal Oak, Michigan, United States, 3. University of California, Davis, Sacramento, California, United States, 4. University of Houston, Houston, Texas, United States, 5. University of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, Texas, United States Over 1.3 million Vietnamese including refugees migrated to the U.S., after the Vietnam War. Vietnamese are the 4th largest Asian ethnic group in the U.S. Despite the number, little is known about their health conditions. To fill this gap, the Vietnamese Aging and Care Survey (VACS) was developed, and sociodemographic and health data on 132 refugees (≥65 years) were collected in Houston, Texas. They were on average 75.4 years-old, retired (77%), married (58%), female (55%) with less than high school education (86%) in poor/fair health (76%). They immigrated around age 49 years-old, and have hypertension (74%), arthritis (48%), and diabetes (41%). They manage their lives by living in a multi-generation tightly-knit enclaves, and show resilience to their low sociodemographic status (≤25K, 94%).
